Nash, Nace, Cooper winners

District races go
to Rowland, Eddy
and Williams-Neal

By MATT CAMPBELL, MIKE RICE

and GLENN E. RICE
The Kansas Clty Star

Troy L. Nash, Becky Nace and
Bonnie Sue Cou&er casily won
their races Tuesday for at-large
-seits on the Clty Council

In the district races, Jim Row-
la.nd aud Ch.u.ﬂ- A. Eddy were

and | 1 Mary
Willinms- Nealwnsm-dncmd

In the contest for the 3rd District
at-large seat, Nash played catch-
\smrerscsme.  upalter the pri-

mary to finish
ION way ahead nl'

L

Weaver. Nash
won 57 percent
e 1043 percent.
“I've been up
for two straight
days, doing nothing but contact-
ing as many people as I could,”
Nash sald from his victory party.

“We ran a very grass-roots orient-
ed campalgn....We had people go-
Ing door to door since the primary;
We targeted areas where we were
under 40 percent” in the

Nash, 29, was backed by Ma
Emanuel Cleaver. anah %
sized his experience at as
amuncﬂmdmnyumlnldn.lhlsn
program director at the University
of Missouri-Kansas City.

It was McFadden-Weaver's sec-
ond run for a council seat. The 39-
year-old pastor emphasized her
passion for people, which she
called the city’s most important

Bssel.
In the 2nd District at-large mce,
Gonpu:, @ ‘state representative
since 1982, d Bobby Her-

. nandez’s bid to return to the City
Council.

With 100 percent of the

See COUNCIL, B-4
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Whﬂewamng for results Tuesday in the 3rd District at-large City Councll race, Troy Nash and his great-nlece,
i v 4, lpent the time together at Nash's home. Nash ran a successful catch-up campaign to defeat
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COUNCIL: At-large winners
are Nash, Nace and Cooper

Contlnued from B-1

precincls reporting, Cooper out-
polled Hemandez 57 percent to 42
percent.

Cooper’s win was a huge victory
for the Northland, which will have
four representatives on the City
Council for the first time. The other
Northland council members — Ed
Ford, Teresa Loar and Paul Danaher
— were unopposed in their re-elec-
tion bids,

“This means that we will finally
be recognized as part of Kansas
City,” Cooper said at her victory
party Tuesday night.

And the City Council will have
five women, including Mayor-clect
Kay Waldo Barnes. The other wo-
men will be Cooper, Loar, Nace and
Williams-Neal

“This election showed that
Kansas City is ready for a change,”
Coaper said. “People want a cor-
ruption-free and progressive gov-
emment.”

Hemandez tried to paint Cooper,
# Republican lnwmaker, as a right-
wing conservative. Cooper coun-
tered that her voting record in Jef-
ferson City had been moderate, She
stressed the $5 million in state
money she helped steer toward
renovation of the Liberty Memorial,

In the 5th District at-large race,
Nace defeated Holli L Holliday, 63
prercent to 36 percent.

With her win, Nace is the first res-
ident of the secluded sector of
Kansas City east of Raytown to be
elected to the council.

“We worked really hard and tried
to be positive,” Nace said about her
successful campaign. “We stuck to
the issues.”

Nace, a Raytown School Board
member, campaigned on a com-
mitment to basic services and
neighborhood improvements with-
outa tax increase.

Despite running for an at-
seatin a predominantly bln:kmm
trict, Nice, who is white, said she
had lived in different parts of the
city and understood the needs of all
residents,

Holliday, the daughter of former
Jack County legis] Hurold
Holliday Jr., ran on a platform to
improve neighborhoods, develo
initiatives for youths and hclpmmﬁ
businesses.

3rd District

In the 3rd District race, Mary
Williams-Neal fought back a chal-
lenge from Carol Coe. Williams-
Neal won 57 {Jcmmt 1043 percent,

“We stayed with a positive cam-
paign,” sald Willlams-Neal, sur-
rounded by family members at her
home, “We focused on neighbor-
hoods, We had a lot of suppaort fram
the civic community”

Willliums-Neal, 53, was first elect-
ed to the council in 1995 after de-
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3rd District
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feating then-incumbent Coe. The
51-year-old Coe charged that
Williams-Neal had not been re-
sponsive to the 3rd District’s needs,

Williams-Neal cited her work for
neighborhoods, for cleanup pro-
grams, for clearing blight snd creat-
ing new housing.

She has shown little tolernce for
groups she believes have wasted
public . She was §
tal in cutting money to the Com-
munity Housing and Information
Center and, more recently, to the
Commuinity Development Corp, of
Kansas City.

4th District

In what might be the most ex-
pensive council election in the
city’s history, Jim Rowland defeated
Charlotte Hill in the 4th District
race,

Although Hill had raised nearly
$65,000 more than Rowland, she
was outpolled 58 percent to 42 per-
cenl.

After Rowland ouwtpolled il in
the March 2 primary, Hill, who had
already spent ;laa(j]?ﬂﬂo. said she
would spend an additional
$100,000.

Rowland claimed that Hill was
trying to buy the election and pre-
dicted that it would backfire. On
Tuesday he said his prediction was
correct.

“People saw someone who was
ready and Pep.:.red' o be an effec-
tive leader from day one,” Rowland
said. “If there was another m
in the victory it was that there was a
loud and clear message that money
does not influence the outcome of
an election.”

Rowland, a manager with an n-
formation technologies consulting

firm, ran an aggressive campalpn
that included several mailings and
phone banks, He criticized Hill for
taking donations from “special in-
terests.”

6th District

In the 6th District, chiropractor
Charles A. Eddy bested autoworker
Darrell Curls, 51 percent to 48 per-
cenl.

“I feel the campaign did every-
thing we could possibly do to win,”
Eddy said. “We worked hard since
the primary; naw 1 just want to go
to work and carrect the number.of
problems we have."

Cuuls and Eddy both have served
on the Public Improvermnent Advi-
sory Commiittee.

Curls, 40, emphasized basic ser-
vices and neighbortiood Issues. Ed-
dy, 51, emphasized the need for
traffic corridor improvements and
ecanomic development,

Curls is apen to u study of fire-
fighters assuming ambulance d-
ties, but Eddy opposed the idew

Unopposed candidates elected
Tuesday were Ist District at-large
incumbent Ed Ford; 1st District in-
cumbent Teresa Loar; 2nd District
incumbent Paul Danaher; 4th Dis-
trict at-large incumbent Evert Asjes
IIf; 5th District incumbent Kelvin
Simmons; and 6th District at-large
candidate Alvin L. Brooks,






