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irearms proposition
narrowly defeated
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Missouri voters turned out in record numbers
i and rejected Proposition B, the nation’s first
* statewide test of public support for concealed hand-

guns.

A huge anti-gun vote in St. Louls County offset
strong support in rural areas for the measure, which
would have legalized concealed firearms in Missouri
for the first time since 1875,

Groups supporting the measure conceded the

. battle late Tuesday, after having led briefly in early

“Howdo you fight against the governor, the first la-
dy, the Justice Department and the barrels of ink of
the St. Louis Post-Dispatch and The Kansas City

oui ‘opposmon decisive

Star?” said Fred Myers, cam.
paign manager for Missoun-
ans Against Crime, which
spearheaded the pro-gun
campaign. “To say I'm disap-
poi.nted is an understate-
ment.”

The measure lost by a ratio
of 2-1 in St. Louis County. But the race was closer
than expected in Jackson County, where the propo-
sition lost by fewer than 4,000 votes.

Support was strong in southwest Missouri and
overwhelming in the southeast part of the state,
where advocates had counted on a strong endorse-
ment of gun rights.
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