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Budget Not Set in Stone

= Counciiman Nash hoids second session to get citizens ready for March 5 budget hearing

saturckwy afternoon, Councilman Trow Nash el s

ond s Yowr Money” forum for Ransas Ciy residonts oon

the 20052000 Doedpet, The gy

Loy Lanter o st 17k lerrace was not s

eremvicledd s dduring the first focum, ot aorecied ghoni 560 oo

mimity lesidhers, residents and even candblaies foe vesterndiy's

LR
ol the chtv’s Pradget that b actoally Mexible - ohat is, not already
muickited by the stae, by city ondinances or desipnated 1o

imunripal poimeery elecion, OF the gpproximately $50

suppont Warer Services, Aviion, and the police and fire
deparunents = abour 58 million is "ot there” The ciey s tonal
spending is $27 million shorr of 20 biltion dolkrs

In the coming vears,” Nash explaiped, “vou're going
1o s less ol evervihing.

Chry Budger Analyst Troy Schulte was once agalin on
hand e walk participanes through o shide presentadon deail-
i the cavse and miture of the cine's $38 million projectesd
Biuchaet shartfall

"This tsn'c o goxad boclget by any stretch of the imagi.
rfhon,” Sctnalte soitl Defore listing the: wass the proposed
bucgeer would close the $58 million imbalanee. Almost nine
il Lo alo
fumncl,

s s slated o come oot o the so-called “raiow o
SO0 b b redocing the ciny's ¢
talance o prctcally nothing. “%e would have aboul o

pency fund

wioerks winrth DxTanng funcls.” Schulie =aid, The cioy woald
sy stosp Buollding the fund by the vl million dolkirs g
Wseaut ancither sine milllom dollars sodihld e siveil

.TT:._....... 01 bty emedoyvers whio lhave opted o aeceest an esarly

confinued on 9

“If you removed the date, you might think it's the same sys-
tem proposed today,” sald Councilman Troy Nash about the
1871 letter the City of Kansas Cily sent to its residents after
the Earmnings Tax was approved to fund trash pick-up.

Budget continued from front page

retirement peckage. Foar aillion dollars wouldd be ou
frovmy eguipanent replicement funds, bt the Lirgest culs
are slawed for progmms and deferred  maintenance,
£12.5 million and £154 million, respectively.

Despite those cuts, Schulte said, the city wias
showing o commitment o public safery and infrastruc
ture. Capital improvements represent 30 percent of the
entire budger, and the 20 additional police officers and
36 new fine fighters were
nod cut out. As for basic
SCrvices m_rn. street and
prark  maintendnee  nd
solld woasie management
Schulte =aidl the budper
mmed e hold the line on
current delivery, buot that
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proigranys wonill e sealesd
bewh. In the se of resi-
dential trish plck-up, for
example, the 2003-2004
proposec Docgest “tricdd to
maintain  basic  service,”
schulve  sakl  Howewer
bevond  minimal  trash
pick-up.  Environmental
Management [OEAmS
like Clean Sweep, noigh
borhoodd large trash con-

Troy Nash e

tainer  rental,  recveling ooy
dmp-off centers and e A
CALION (IORmIme wene vir-
tuadly elminated

“Pasically, the elv woealid only be pleking up
trish aned flling up Lmdflls,” said Councilman lim
Howlaned -t an carlier Torum where he and the mayor
unvelled the controversid “HeoycleFIRST™ program o
rrw o acldress the progeosed] service curs, The progrm

.Bbc—a g_m.@*w sabtl, “These commiunity
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would suion residents” free tash pickugy e 1200 unies
per year bul provide unlimited curbsilde recvcling afer
an iniial $10 sign-up fee.

After Schulte’s presentution Saturday, Nash
answenred gquoestions from the audience. gathernng mfor-
muatian about what his constituents wimnt

Whoen we adopt this thing and 1 cast my voe,
Nash satd, 1 want 1o make sore 1 did evervthing 1 eowlkd
L0 P paresent yons”

Nash saidd he hoped people would show up at

City Hall for the March
fifth public budger Bear-
ing
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N * * “It's  srguably  the
‘ oa Hs o et i tant ___._....f.__.:..._.

vidl sn .r__._x..__:_. Nash

meetings should lead up

there is still time .00 0
to make changes
in the budget.”

n and  offeri

il
amendmenis. Soome ane

ot genng 1o ke seeing
wiord shwvw e angd chal-
lenging them as lead-
crs

Meash  sgicdd he  haed
same amendment of his
own o offer remrding
the 200320064 bBailger as
propared. by the ity
AT FTLAN

The public Budger
hearing is scheduled fon
Murch S at 7 pom in Councll Chambwers, the 2610 Noor ol
City Thall 2 <04 E 12 St Secondary hearings ane Glso
held during upcoming Budger and Finance Commitiee
micetinges efore the final 20032006 vaciet 18 voed on
andl addopred March 27



